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Emilie Yeh, Director of CMCR at
the opening ceremony. A total of
9 panel and 2 roundtable sessions

were held to explore various

topics around 3 themes, namely, academic publishing and communication research, redefining journalism, and

redefining the audience.



International Conferences and Forums

Distinguished Lecture Series on Communication and Cultural Studies

Due to the development of information
technology and globalization, society
and media ecology are changing at an
unprecedented rate. This changing media
ecology challenges the very foundation of
media theories. With the drastic and intensified
interactions between communication and
society, boundaries are in a state of flux,
with combinations and hybridizations
being realized, especially in the world of
symbols. Considering the restructuring
of Chinese society is proceeding at a pace comparable to the West, if not faster, the conference explored and
discussed changing media ecology in the Chinese society, the challenges it brings and the interactions between

communication and audience.

“Chinese Culture on the World Stage”

Organized by the School of Communication, co-sponsored with The School of Journalism,
Renmin University, and The China Media Centre, University of Westminster, 15-17 June 2012

Organized by the School of Communication,
and co-sponsored by CMCR with The School of
Journalism, Renmin University, and The China
Media Centre, University of Westminster, the
conference was held on 15-17 June 2012 at HKBU.
The conference was a successful event in which
more than 30 scholars and practitioners from
Australia, Belgium, Canada, Hong Kong, Macau,
Mainland China, Netherlands, the Philippines,
Singapore, Switzerland, UK and the US shared

their views on Chinese’s international cultural

influence.

In the past, Chinese culture has been promoted around the world by means of Chinese-produced movies
and TV programmes, and also by setting up overseas Chinese cultural institutes and news agencies. There
were successes and setbacks. A total of 11 panel sessions were held to explore various issues including the
international perceptions of China’s “Going Out” strategy, Chinese cultural education, China’s soft power and
inter-cultural communication, the international reception of Chinese News and Chinese-produced international
news, and Chinese creative industries in the global market. There was a fruitful exchange of ideas among

scholars, practitioners and students.

Launched in fall 2006, the “Distinguished Lecture Series on Communication and Cultural Studies” aims to
bring leading media and communication scholars to the University to enrich our intellectual experience and
research culture. This year, the Series organized 2 lectures which attracted full houses and were enthusiastically

received by scholars, postgraduate and undergraduate students.

DLS XIV: The Crisis of Journalistic Professionalism
in the United States

Prof. Daniel C. Hallin, expert in the field of American
media and politics, discussed how journalism in the U.S.
was "professionalized" for the past several decades, and
argued that it has became "deprofessionalized" in the
recent years.

- Drawing on examples from the U.S. journalism history,

J : Prof. Hallin pointed out that the industry has long been

. H strongly dominated by the professional model and further

PfOfeSSO" Dan’el C. Hal.l’n arguegdythat such mozllel is 20 longer dominant as it once

Professor, Department ochn?mumcatlon was and identified four major reasons for the change.

University of California, an Dlego First, there is the intensification of commercial pressures,

with increasing corporate ownership of news organization

and multiplication of media sources which resulted in a more competitive field for the media market. Second, the re-

emergence of partisan media leads to a lack of diversity in political opinion. Third, the industry is seeing more newcomers

who hybridized news culture, for example, the way in which some of them blurred the lines between journalism and

entertainment. Forth, there is a shift in journalistic mode from high modernism to post-modernism, which saw journalism
being more responsive to the contradictory demands of the post-modern culture.

DLS XllI: The Death of Hollywood: Exaggeration or
Reality?

Prof. Janet Wasko, widely regarded as the world’s leading
expert in political economy of film and media, explored
the myth of “Hollywood’s death” by reviewing the
challenges confronting the film industry and the reactions
from the industry towards these changes. The Hollywood
film industry is facing a number of challenges, Prof. Wasko
remarked, from within the industry to changes in society.
Those challenges included the economic meltdown which

tightened the funding source for films, the development
of digital media technologies which enabled more
independent film production, the flourishing social

Professor Janet Wasko

Knight Chair for Communication Research

School of Journalism & Communication

networks that may work for and against a release, the )
University of Oregon

various changes in theatrical exhibition that could
destabilize the entire Hollywood system, the financial
impact of movie piracy, and the continuing globalization of media that threatens to undermine Hollywood's global strength.

Although Hollywood is experiencing serious changes, Prof. Wasko argued that it would be premature to celebrate or
bemoan Hollywood’s death. Like any other businesses, she pointed out, Hollywood as a business is cyclical and constantly
making adjustments. She discussed the recent technological innovations in the industry to further illustrate how the
industry adjusts to survive the changes.




Public Relations Series

Recognizing the growing field of public relations and the niche position of our faculty in this area, CMCR
launched a new seminar series on public relations in 2008. Entitled “Public Relations Series: Linking to Your Competitive
Advantage;’ the Series aims to enhance the faculty’s network and relations with the industry and professionals, and to
bring synthesis of theory and practice up to date. Distinguished scholars and industry leaders from Hong Kong, the
mainland and Taiwan are invited to speak in the public relations seminar series. This year, the Series has organized 2

seminars, covering interesting and insightful topics such as crisis management and operational management.

Crisis Preparedness:
How Can We Be 100% Prepared?

Ms. Elin Wong discussed how Cathay Pacific and Dragonair
would frequently update their Emergency Plan to try
to cover every possible crisis that may happen and the
solution. To make sure every staff involved is prepared
and trained, the Company hosts crisis simulation in every
office location every year. The team would work closely
with the customer service center to inform customers any
flight irregularities through a variety of channels, such
as email, text messaging and social media. Meanwhile, a
floor in Cathay Pacific building is especially dedicated as
crisis management center that handles any emergency or
accident involving Cathay Pacific Aircraft around the world.

Ms. Elin Wong
Corporate Communication Manager - Overseas

Cathay Pacific Airways Limited

In conclusion, Ms. Wong stressed that Cathay Pacific recognizes the stress and anxiety experienced by the passenger and
families during accident. She introduced the Cathay Emergency Passenger Information Centre (CEPIC) and how it acts as an
emergency, 24-hour, toll-free call centre linked to all outports, disseminating information to all parties as required.

Engaging Employees and Improving Operational
Excellence through Internal Crowd Sourcing

Mr. Christian Schubert shared his company’s experience
in using an internal crowd sourcing platform to foster
collaboration, simplify internal processes, and enable
entrepreneurship in its Asia Pacific organization. According
to internal surveys, BASF staff demands more responsibility
and participation in decision making, believing that “If

BASF only knew what BASF knows." To respond to the \
feedback, Mr. Schubert talked about how the Company o ‘ >

created a platform where an employee can initiate a
discussion by posting any topics that are related to the
company on the intranet. Meanwhile, colleagues from all
over the world are encouraged to give feedback to the
topics. The topics will then be ranked by employees and

Mr. Christian Schubert |

Vice President

Corporate Communications BASF Asia Pacific

mature through various discussions, comments and suggestions. The popular ones will eventually reach the execution level
and being discussed at the management board meetings for possible implementations.

Mr. Schubert concluded that the intranet helps BASF employees worldwide to build networks and exchange knowledge in a
more efficient way. Not only can it bring more innovations to the Company, it also builds up employees’ sense of belongings
to the firm.

Media and Communication Series

Co-organizing with the Research Postgraduate Programme, School of Communication, CMCR launched
a new seminar series in 2012. The “Media and Communication Seminar Series” aims to provide our research
postgraduates with an opportunity to meet and exchange ideas with scholars and experts from the field of

media and communication. This year, the Series has organized 2 seminars.

Reflections on Chinese Melodrama Film Studies:
Orphanhood and Melodramatic Articulations in
Chinese-language Cinema

Dr. Zhang Zhen discussed her recent research project

on the melodramatic tradition and articulations in

Chinese-language cinema. She began by introducing

the term “melodrama” as deeply rooted in the western

tradition. After the emergence of feature film in the 1910s,

melodramatic plays and literary works quickly become an

important source for film. As a concept from the western

2 NI : world, Dr. Zhang remarked that melodrama has mainly

D Zh ng Zhen been used to analyze western films. W ith the development

r.Zna

University Fellow, Hong Kong Baptist University;

Associate Professor, New York University

of transnational film studies in the 1970s, scholars found
the genre also prevailed in many national or regional
cinemas and began to use the analytical framework of
melodrama to approach non-western film texts.

Dr. Zhang advocates the use of motifs which exist in melodrama from different periods and countries as reference points to conduct
historical and comparative research. She discussed her research on the motif of “orphanhood”. “Orphanhood” has been an important
melodramatic articulation in the Chinese cinema since the 1920s until the contemporary, communist era. It is also an active theme in
the Hong Kong and Taiwan cinema. By comparing the cinematic representations of orphanhood and other melodramatic articulations
in different eras and regions of China, Dr. Zhang aspires to establish a more complex and vivid landscape of Chinese melodrama.

Weibo, Journalism and the Public Sphere in China

Dr. Jingrong Tong explored how Weibo communication
impacted on mainstream media communication in China.
Given the maintenance of political control over the media
in China, mainstream traditional media and journalism
have long been criticized for being dysfunctional in the
ability to facilitate free, fluent and plural communication in
the society. Hopes have been given to the Internet which
has the potential to provide a space for the wider public to
participate in social communication. il
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Dr. Jingrong Tong

Drawing on two incidents in 2011 - the High-speed train ) o
Lecturer, Department of Media and Communication

accident and the Guo Meimei incident, Dr. Tong remarks how
Weibo, the Chinese version of Twitter, is able to complement
the role of journalism in constructing a space that can be
seen as a public sphere in China. Weibo has come to prominence since its appearance in 2009 and has ever since provided a

University of Leicester

space for the public to express themselves on a wide range of issues and access a variety of information sources. Its decentralised
technology structure, Dr. Tong pointed out, further promotes communication, circumventing the centralised political control
over information flow. As such, Weibo is deemed as having socio-political implications for the Chinese society.




Seminars

Our seminar series aims at fostering the international connections with like-minded scholars, bringing new
research perspectives and findings to the faculty and students. Since 2008, this seminar series has served as a platform
nourishing to our growing postgraduate student body. This year, a total of 5 seminars were held, covering a wide
variety of topics including structures of communication, digital narrative, Taiwan cinema, political economy of film and
media, and the mechanics of stardom in postwar Mandarin cinema. The variety of the seminars demonstrates CMCR's

endeavor to promote cross-disciplinary dialogues and multi-disciplinicity of media and communication scholarship.

A Communication Architecture of Group Process Designs
for Decision Making

Over the past 50 years numerous methods incorporating
various techniques and practices have been developed to
conduct effective group decision making and problem solving
meetings. In this seminar, Prof. Joseph Chilberg conducted an
analysis of the Group Process Designs (GPDs). He identified the
functional dimensions and structures of communication, and
offered insights on how critical and participatory effectiveness

- of the group making decisions could be significantly improved.

Pl‘OfessorJoseph Chllberg He revealed that every GPD system consists of four levels —

. event, activity, episode, and act level — and each of the levels
Emeritus Professor of Communication

o is associated with individual tasks and functions in which
State University of New York, Fredonia

completion is directly related to successful outcomes of the
meeting. He discussed the major problems that could be faced
by the participants in a meeting, and how the application of four rules could facilitate resolution of these problems. Structural
analysis of GPDs along with the four-rule application, Prof. Chilberg concluded, prevents dysfunctional practices, promotes
participation, sensitizes members to the task and prevents the meeting from going off the track.

From “Playing with Images/ Playing with Sounds” to
“Story Cloud”: A Journey through Digital Narrative

Dr. Lu Feii shared with Faculty members and students his
previous and ongoing projects, in which he experimented

with various means of digital media and powerfully
demonstrated enhanced trans-mediality in the digital

age. Since 2008, the College of Communication, National
Chengchi University has been working with the University of

South California School of Cinematic Art’s “Labyrinth Project” ¢
on a collaborative venture called “International Collaborative
Project for Development of Interactive Trans-Media" The
objective is to explore the possibilities with trans-media
projects. Dr. Lu first introduced “Playing with Images/
Playing with Sounds’, an interactive education website on

visual production launched in 2009 for interested students

and beginners. The team brought the exploration further in 2011 with the “Natural Formosa” website series, which is a
transformation of the documentary series created for Taiwan’s Public Television Service into a digital, wireless, multi-media
database and interactive science website. Dr. Lu concluded the talk with his current project, “Story Cloud’, an advanced
attempt for trans-mediality which on top of his previous projects introduced the concepts of creative commons and mobile
story telling. The project enabled contribution to a collective work of literary and audio-visual text from web users of various
Asian cities, through which a database would be established and further creative works generated from it.

Dr. Lu Feii

Associate Professor, Department of Radio-TV

National Chengchi University

Taiwan Cinema since the Millennium

The Taiwan Cinema has became a recent sensation with Cape
No.7 (2008), Monga (2010), You Are the Apple of My Eye (2011)
and Seediq Bale (2011), which brings out a new look on Taiwan
films recovery. In this talk, Dr. Isabelle Wu Pey-Tsyr traced the
development of the Taiwan Cinema of the last decade and
examined the renaissance of the film industry in Taiwan by
exploring the aesthetic, cultural and economic aspects. Dr. Wu
discussed the emergence of the greatly popular idol-driven
movie and the recent unexpected popularity with a number of
documentary works. While the aesthetic and humanistic values
are inherent in Taiwan films, she remarked, the trend from auteur
cinema to popular movie would be an important topic for the
prospect of the industry.

Wu Pey-Tsyr
Associate Professor, Department of Motion Picture
National Taiwan University of Arts

Considering the economy aspect, Dr. Wu discussed worldwide tide of cultural economy which affected the development of
the industry chain of production, distribution and projection. She observed the chain links of the Taiwanese film production
and the American business distribution, the practical mode of cross-border cooperation and financial capital injection, and
the “glocalization” of movie production.

Master Class for Postgraduate Students :
Studying Global Hollywood

The class was especially organized for postgraduate

students and was attended by students from both HKBU and

other institutions. Prof. Janet Wasko began by sharing with

the class her background and experience as a practitioner

who has worked for various media organization in the U.S.,

and as an academic who has developed her interest in

political economy since she was a graduate student. She

'dlscussed the significance |n'cor15|der|ng HoIvaY(?od a.s a'n Professor.lanet WGSkO
industry that produced and distributed commodities within
a capitalist system, and more importantly, the political,
social and cultural implications of that process. She raised
her concern of the misrepresentation and rejection of
the theoretical foundations, approaches to research, and
research findings of critical political economy of media. The approach was deemed as reductionistic or economistic, rejected
as being limited to the study of entertainment, and accused of being insensitive to labour issues.

Knight Chair for Communication Research
School of Journalism & Communication

University of Oregon

Prof. Wasko argued that, given the close relationship between the financial institution and the media industry, the political
economy perspective should be one of the fundamental approaches to the study of media. Working well with cultural
analysis, the approach would provide the ground for well-rounded studies. She also discussed how the diversity in political
economy studies of media has been ignored mainly due to the tendency to misrepresenting the approach.




Seminars

Dis/embodied Voice: The Songstress and the Mechanics
of Stardom in Postwar Mandarin Cinema

Prof. Ma explored the relationship between sound and image,
voice and body, and the mechanics of stardom in postwar
Mandarin cinema. She began by introducing the postwar
decades as the golden age of Mandarin cinema, and also as
the era of “no film without a song” which songstress reigned
over. Nevertheless, she argued, the voice in the songstress films
was operated in an ambivalent location which was at once
corporeally anchored and mechanically detachable, coexisting
Dr. Jean Ma with but not necessarily belonging to the onscreen singer. She
illustrated her point by showing excerpts from Songs of the
Peach Blossom River (1956), a commercial great success which
Chung Ching (Zhong Qing), the famous actress of the era,
made her debut despite her lack of vocal talent. Yao Li, who
was Chung's dubbing voice in the movie and also in the actress’s subsequent productions, has become equally famous and
was celebrated as the Queen of popular songs.

Assitant Professor, Department of Art and Art History
Stanford University

According to Prof. Ma, Songs of the Peach Blossom River not only played a significant role in the development of Mandarin
musical, but it also showcased the ambivalence of the voice that pointed to the specific assumptions about performance
and stardom operative in this period. First, she argued, the movie revolutionized the musical form and narrative logic, where
songs and music like never before acted as vehicle of the narrative and enabled interactive quality. Second, she emphasized,
song performance was conceived in terms flexible enough to accommodate the non-identity of sound and image. While the
singing voice was far from being hidden or in denial, Prof. Ma indicated that the audio visual division of labour has enabled
the performing body and the singing voice both being elevated to stardom.

Research Program and Projects

Research Program

CMCR's Research Program is an initiative aiming to enhance faculty members’ networks, attract reputable
scholars for collaborative works, promote a rich and stimulating research environment, and to strengthen

connections with the local and international scholarly and professional community.

The funded research programs are expected to deliver two to three of the following results: organizing
international workshops, seminars, symposia, and conferences; generating external grants and attracting
international cooperation; and involving and nurturing strong collaboration between individuals, departments,

schools, universities, regions, countries, and disciplines. Since 2007, CMCR has set up 5 research programs:

Research Program and Projects

2008-2009

2007-2008




Research Program and Projects

Research Activities Research Projects
CMCR provides space and other infrastructural support for research projects, research collaboration
: : " ; ; ; ” . . . . —
GRF PrO_[eCt Meetmg Chinese Film Industry Beyond Shanghal, 1900-1950’, and special projects of the School. Various research projects conducted by faculty members and visiting
26 June 2012 scholars are affiliated with the Centre. Here is a brief summary of the projects.
CMCR held a GRF project meeting on 26 Name of Principal
June 2012. The project, “Chinese Film Industry Investigator & Team Durationof - ectTitle Type of the Grant
Members/ Fellowship/ the Project
Beyond Shanghai, 1900-1950" commenced in Visiting Scholar
2011, explored the development of film industry
e TR . 1 Nov 11 to China-West Dichotomies as Topical Inventions: A Historical General Research Fund, Hong Kong
. . ey . . rot. Alao Xlaosul
in four regional cities, including Guangzhou, 30 Apr 14 and Rhetorical Perspective Research Council
Hangzhou, TIanJm and Hong Kong from 1900 to Dr. Rosehvn D 1Jan12to The Gap Between Journalism Education and Practice in the General Research Fund, Hong Kong
) . . r. Roselyn Du . .
1950. Research teams Worklng in the four cities Y 31 Dec 13 Digital Age: A Hong Kong Study Research Council
met to discuss research progress and findings. - 1Jan 11 to . ‘ _ eyl TeseerdhRung, e e
Prof. Emilie Yeh Chinese Film Industry Beyond Shanghai, 1900-1950 .
Future research plans and expected outcomes 31 Dec13 Research Council
were also discussed and updated. The meeting 1Mar 12to
Dr. Andy Wong 28 Feb 13 Media Diversity Among Adolescents in Urban China Faculty Research Grant, HKBU
brought together scholars and research assistants ¢
i i . 1 Mar 12t Predicting Healthy Eating Behavior A Adol t
from Hong Kong, Mainland China and the U.S . ar12to redicting Healthy Eating Behavior Among Adolescents Faculty Research Grant, HKBU
. 31 Dec12 Using the Theory of Planned Behavior
to discuss methods, procedures and problems
encountered in the research process. Dr. Kineta Hung 1Jan11to Celebrity Endorsement Research: Impacts, Theories and General Research Fund, Hong Kong
’ 30 Dec 12 Challenges Research Council
B = = = e e e e e e -
. 30 Apr12to . 8 8
Dr. Camille Deprez - French Colonial Documentary in India (1896-1954) Faculty Research Grant, HKBU
\
“” - Sy ” M
Hong Kong Media Transition” Project
27 Sept 10 to . Partly funded by the Institute for
Prof. Huang Yu 10ct12 Media Doctor Hong Kong ) i d Societ
. . . .. C ournalism an ocle
The HongCOMM Survey Lab was established in 2011 to collect public opinion from the Internet and Y
conducting telephone survey (CATI). Supported by the University's Strategic Development Fund and the School Media Coverage of Communicable Diseases: Linking
L. . . . Y . e i . . . . 1Jun11to Psychometric Paradigm of Risk and Issue Attention Cycle
of Communication, the lab is associated with the “Hong Kong Media Transition” project with an objective to study 20 VI g 31 May 12 toward an Integrated Theory of Print News Coverage of Fastily s e G
the usage and effect of the media in Hong Kong and in the region during transition. Since fall 2011, the lab has Communicable Diseases in Hong Kong
conducted 7 surveys. Press releases were issued on the findings and were widely covered by major newspapers, TV 1 Mar 11 to
Prof. Kara Chan 28 Feb 12 Content Analysis of Health Information in TV Commercials Faculty Research Grant, HKBU
and radio. e
. 8Aug 11to ' L : ' :
Dr. Camille Deprez Films Division — The Indian Documentary Film Archive Start-up Grant, HKBU
5 . 31 Dec 11
Month Project Title
Prof. Emilie Yeh 1 Oct 09 to On Wenyi: Establishing a Generic and Critical Category in General Research Fund, Hong Kong
Apr-Jun 2012 ® Research on Tram Shelter Advertisements for POAD rol. kmilie Ye 31 Dec 11 Chinese Film Studies Research Council
Jan 2012 « Telephone Survey on Popularity of 2012 Chief Executive Potential Candidates Prof. lan Aitken DR Hong Kong Documentary Film: The Documentary Film Series Cemerl esesEn Fune, [Feng ey
an ‘ i
* Media and Netizen Opinions regarding 2012 Chief Executive Potential Candidates 30Dec 1 Research Council
Prof. H v 20 Dec 10 to H K Media Perf Partly funded by the Institute for
Dec 2011 e Telephone Survey on Popularity of 2012 Chief Executive Potential Candidates rol. Huang fu 19 Dec 11 ong Fong Media Fertormance Journalism and Society
. . . . . . . . . . 1Sept 10 t
Nov 2011 ° Media and Netizen Opinions regarding Potential Candidates in the Chief Executive Election Prof. Kara Chan 31 :')pt " ° Perception of Age and Creativity in the Workforce Context Faculty Research Grant, HKBU
C
° "Media and Online Forums" Reaction towards Policy Address 1Feb 11to Teaching Journalism and Mass Communication in the Trend
Oct 2011 . . Dr. Roselyn Du o Faculty Research Grant, HKBU
* Survey on Career Perspective of Local and Non-local Tertiary Students 31Jul 11 toward Convergence: A Longitudinal Study
T — B — T —————
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Visiting Scholar

Dr. Kang Ning, postdoctoral research fellow of
the School of Art and Communication, Beijing Normal
University, was Centre’s visiting scholar from December
2011 to March 2012. During her visit, Dr. Kang worked on
her research project on Hong Kong cinema and shared with
us her views on the subject. It is hope that the relationship
between CMCR and School of Art and Communication of
Beijing Normal University will be furthered strengthened,
following Dr Kang's visit. A joint conference between the

two institutions is currently in negotiation.

Postgraduate Student Corner

In 2012, our postgraduate students have had an active and fruitful year in attending conferences as well

as study tour. They are happy to share with us some of their achievements and fond memories.

Benjamin CHENG Ka Lun |
Ph.D. Student

In August 2012, | presented a paper titled “Fueling

the debate: Predictive relationships among personality
characteristics, motives and effects of melodramatic
animated news viewing” at the Centennial Conference,
* Association of Education for Journalism and Mass
7Bén7jaim’ir; éheng (right)
n of Education for Journalism and Mass

at the Centennial Conference,

Communication held at Chicago, USA. The paper was co-
authored with Lo Wai Han, a PhD student at our School.

Associatio
Communication held at Chicago, USA

The conference was one of the most prestigious communication conferences in the world, attracting
approximately 2500 attendees every year. | was particularly excited to attend the conference this year as the
Association celebrated its 100t anniversary. Our paper was presented at a scholar-to-scholar session. In the
session | exchanged views with other international scholars on the practices of animated news that is emerging
in Hong Kong and Taiwan. Many of them commented that the use of melodramatic animation in news could
engage viewers in news consumption process but on the other hand it was controversial on its ethical aspect.
Some attendees also shared their views on the possible future research directions on this topic. | benefited a
lot from interacting with them and it was very inspiring when hearing their comments from their own cultural
perspectives. At the end of the session, a panel of four judges stayed behind and congratulated me that our
paper got elected for the “Top Interactive Paper Award”. | was very honored and excited to hear this news. My
co-author, Janet, and | were very glad that our work got recognized by this international conference. We wish to

thank the professors of the School for providing guidance during our study.

YANG Fang | Mm.Phil. Student

This summer | was lucky to be enrolled in
the Daonan Summer Camp, a two-week study tour
hosted by the College of Communication of National
Chengchi University in Taipai. The camp invited several
postgraduates from the mainland and Hong Kong for
academic and cultural exchange. It was filled with lots
of wonderful memories --- apart from meeting new
friends from both straits, we were offered a valuable
chance to get to know more about the cultural of
Taiwan. During the trip, we were warmly welcomed by
the fellows of Chengchi University and attended several lectures on marketing and advertising in Taiwan provided
by the Department of Advertisement. We were impressed by the vivid and authentic local cases brilliantly analyzed
by the lecturers. Moreover, we visited several famous spots, inclduing the Taipei 101 Tower, Taipei's National Palace
Museum and Yilan village, which is full of interesting handicraft workshops and traditional customs. Exhausted but
happy, we all learned a lot about the history and stories of Taiwan from the visits and were deeply moved by the

gentle behaviors of Taiwanese. | definitely treasure that the memory of this summer camp.

Janet LO Wai Han | pPh.D. Student

In April 2012, | attended 2012 Four Round
conference, entitled “Managing the Media: Policy,
Regulation and Engagment” at Monash University
in Melbourne. This conference was jointly organized
by Hong Kong Baptist University, Monash University
and Communication University of China. It was an
exhilarating experience. | attended the conference
with my classmates, Klavier Wang and Vivien Zhou, and

presented a paper co-authored by Benjamin Cheng and

(right) with classmates Klavier Wang (far left) &

Janet Lo

myself. In the conference, | met many postgraduates, Vivien Zhou (middle)

scholars and professors from different countries. This
conference gave us a golden opportunity to develop
new ideas and exchange research experiences. | must also mention the hospitality of Dr. David Holmes of the Monash
University, who welcomed us at his home on our first day in Australia. Mrs. Holmes prepared a dinner for thirty people
and we had a traditional Australian barbeque. Their hospitality and kindness made this trip unforgettable. | enjoyed

every moment of this conference trip which was both inspiring and fun.
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Postgraduate Student Corner

Klavier WANG | Ph.D. Student

| attended the 22nd World Congress of Political
Science in Madrid, Spain, during July 8-12, 2012. This
annual congress is organized by the International Political
Science Association (IPSA) and has attained the globally
well-established reputation in the field of political science.
The theme for this year was "Reordering Power, Shifting
Boundaries". Among dozens of thematic panels and interest
groups, | presented my paper in the panel of "Electronic
Democracy" and | also chaired a section called "Engaging
Online: Strengths and Limitations". In the congress, senior
and young scholars shared their research findings among
hundreds of participants. It gives me strong feeling
attending this congress especially at a time when European

economic and political crisis has reached a crucial point.

Sharing by participants from Greece, Italy, Spain and South America revealed what the government and the people

have done under the EU zone crisis. | was greatly inspired, not only in terms of political theoretical development but

also in regards with the social reality.

Publication

Rethinking Chinese Film Industry: 50 1A S

New Methods, New Histories (Peking %

L mmew ﬁ*?g;tm:%,:ﬁxim;m
\ 2 %
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The Journal published its twenty-first issue this year and

subscriptions are on the rise. As the major Chinese language academic

journal in the region, the Journal’s acceptance rate remains an average

of 25% of all paper submissions. It serves as the platform for Chinese

communication scholars and researchers for intellectual exchange as

well as an outlet for publishing the fruit of research.
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